




























6th Grade ELA Summer Assignment 
Growing in Faith, Knowledge, and Love Through Reading 

 

Welcome to 6th grade! We are so excited to have you as part of our classroom and school 
community. This year, you will grow not only in knowledge, but in your relationship with God, 
your understanding of others, and your calling to live a life of virtue. As part of your 
preparation, we ask you to complete a summer reading assignment that will strengthen your 
reading skills and help you reflect on the values we uphold as Catholic learners. 

Reading is a powerful way to grow in wisdom and compassion. As you meet new characters, 
explore different settings, and consider meaningful themes, think about how these stories 
help you live out your faith—especially through perseverance, forgiveness, kindness, and 
courage. 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta~ "Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies." 

 

Summer Reading Assignment 

You will read TWO novels of your choice this summer. One fiction and one nonfiction. 

• Fiction & Nonfiction (no graphic novels) 

• At or near a 6th grade reading level (higher if applicable) 

• Thought-provoking and appropriate for Catholic school values 

• Not overly simplified or "easy reads" (e.g., avoid books clearly below your level) 

Some themes to look for: 

• Personal growth 

• Overcoming challenges 

• Friendship and community 

• Making moral or faith-based decisions 

• Standing up for what is right 

 

 
  

 
 



 

1. Follow-Up Activity for the Fiction Book: Letter to the Author (or Character) 

 

Directions: 
Write a letter to either the author or a main character in your book. Your letter should be 3–
4 paragraphs and express your thoughts about the story, including what you learned and 
how it made you think differently about the world or your faith. 

Your letter may include: 

• What you liked or didn’t like about the story 

• How the story reflects Catholic values or moral decision-making 

• A challenge the character faced and what you would have done 

• How this story might help someone grow in virtue or wisdom 

• Neatly handwritten or typed. Include you full name and date completed. 

 

Rubric (30 Points): 

 

 

 

 

Category Excellent (10) Good (8) 
Needs Improvement 
(6) 

Reflection 
Deep, meaningful reflection 
on the story 

Some thoughtful 
insights 

Limited or vague 
response 

Connection to 
Faith 

Clear connections to 
Catholic values or faith 

Some connection to 
faith or values 

Minimal or no 
connection to faith 

Writing Quality 
Letter format, clear ideas, 
correct grammar, neat 

Mostly clear with 
minor errors 

Poor format or 
unclear writing 



2. Follow-Up Activity for Nonfiction Book: Summary & Reflection Assignment 

You will write a summary and reflection about a nonfiction book you have recently read. 
This assignment will help you practice your reading comprehension, summarizing, and 
reflection skills. You may complete your work on a separate sheet of paper or type it and 
turn in a printed copy or digital file. 

Part 1: Book Summary 

On a separate sheet of paper (or typed), write a summary paragraph (at least 6–8 
sentences) about the nonfiction book you read. 

Be sure to include: 

• The title and author of the book 

• What the book is mainly about 

• The main topic or purpose of the book 

• A few interesting facts or events from the book 

• Why you chose this book or what made it interesting to you 

  Part 2: Book Rating & Recommendation 

After reading the book, rate it on a scale from 1 to 5 stars, where: 

• 1 = Not good 

• 5 = Amazing 

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper (or typed): 

1. What rating would you give this book? (Write a sentence like: "I would give this book 
4 out of 5 stars.") 

2. Would you recommend this book to a friend or classmate? Why or why not? Write 2–
3 sentences explaining your opinion. 

Part 3: 10 Things You Learned 

• List 10 facts, ideas, or lessons you learned from the book. These can be things you 

didn’t know before or things you think other people would find interesting. 

• Write this list clearly on your paper or document.  

Before You Turn It In: 



• Did you write neatly or type your work? 

• Did you answer all three parts of the assignment? 

• Did you check for spelling, punctuation, and grammar? 

• Did you include your name and the book title and author? 

 

Due Date: 

Both assignments are due on the first day of school. Please bring your responses neatly 
written or typed and be ready to share your insights with your classmates. 

This summer, be faithful in your reading. It is one small step that will help you start 6th 
grade strong—in both heart and mind! 

We can’t wait to hear about your summer reading and how it inspired you to think, reflect, 
and grow in virtue. May God bless you and your family with a joyful and restful summer! 

Yours in Christ, 
The 6th Grade ELA Team 

 

 


