
















































































































































8
th 

Grade ELA Independent Summer Readinq Assignment for 2026~2027 

 

Eigh†h Grade is an exciting year in ELA as we work †o help you establish 

habi†s and develop practices that will prepare you for high school level 

material. It is our goal to support you through this period of growth and 

guide you towards becoming more independen† and confiden† in your reading 

and writing. 

While reading, I would like you to write down your thoughts (also known as 

“annotations”) on Post-its. Your Post-its can show any type of thinking about the 

text that you have.  This includes questions, opinions, predictions… Please write 
neatly. Your teacher will look at your Post-it annotations and will take these into 

consideration in grading.  This will be your 1st graded assignment in 8th 

grade ELA! ** 

The date for submission of your FIRST independent reading book report 

will be the first day of school, Monday, August 10th. You will be required to 

submit:  

●​ your novel (with annotations) 

●​ the hand-written book report form (attached)  

●​ and your typed final report. This report should be 12-point font, 

double-spaced, Times New Roman font, and should include and 

expand upon the information contained in the hand-written report. 

 
Happy Reading!  See you in August! 

Ms. Borho, 8
th

 Grade ELA Teacher 
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Name: ​ Date: ​  

Middle School Hand-written Outline for 
Book Report 

This template will outline the information you need to include in your book report. As you read 
the book, fill in the sections of this outline. You will receive a grade for this template and for the 
final typed report, in conjunction with the annotated novel that should be submitted at the same 
time. When you go to write your book report, be sure to include the information completed on 
the following pages. The final report must be typed and double spaced. Be sure to turn in both 
this outline, your annotated novel, and the typed book report. 

 
I.  Introductory paragraph  

Book Title:____________________________________________________ 

Author:  ______________________________________________________ 

Three or more facts about the author: 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

II.  Paragraph 2:  A 1-2 sentence overview of the plot/ story and a vivid description of 

the story’s setting and its significance to the overall plot. 

1-2 sentence overview ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

●​ 2-3 sentences describing the book’s setting as well as the setting’s significance or 

importance to the story 

________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

III.  Paragraph 3:  A detailed description of all the major characters and their relevance 

to the story 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

IV.  Paragraph 4:  Main Events  (Give a detailed and well-organized description of the 

story’s key events.) 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

         _________________________________________________________________ 
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●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

V.  Paragraph 5:  Most interesting part, and why 

Start with:  “The part of the book I found to be most interesting was around p. ____, when…” 

(and describe what happened), and then give TWO reasons why you found this part to be so 

interesting. 

Topic sentence:  

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Reason 1 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 

          Reason 2 

●​ ________________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________________ 
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VI.  Paragraph 6:  Personal opinion-  Whether you liked or disliked the book, and why 

Topic sentence:  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Your reasoning: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

**REMINDERS** 

�​ Correct for spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 

�​ Indent paragraphs 

�​ Strong topic sentence for each paragraph 

�​ Typed paper should be 12 pt. font, double-spaced. 

�​ Remember you must also submit your annotated novel and this outline with your 

report. 
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