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READ 2 NOVELS

Incoming sixth grade students will 
read 2 novels: 

-Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
-Choice Novel

Students should choose an age-
appropriate novel together with their
parents. Local libraries and bookstores are
great places to explore and find a book.

As students read, they should annotate the
text by using sticky notes to write down
thoughts, questions, or important ideas, or
by highlighting important parts if they own
the book. 

Look for things like similes, metaphors,
personification, conflict, setting, and
characterization as you read.

Students will read Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
and answer questions about important
parts of the story, like the characters,
setting, plot, and themes. 

While reading, students can begin creating
a fun three-dimensional project that shows
their understanding of the novel and
connects to their written responses. 

This is a chance to be creative, think outside
the box, and bring the story to life in your
own unique way!

Choice Novel
Annotations

Hatchet 
Project



	 	 	

Hatchet Project Craft 
 

Name: ______________________ 
 

 

Since 1986, readers from around the world have been captivated by the wilderness survival 

novel, Hatchet, written by Gary Paulsen. Whether it is the intruiging plot, the dynamic 

character development, or the unforgetable resoultion, there is so much to love about this 

novel. For this project, you will complete 12 activities related to Hatchet and construct a 12-

sided polyhedron called a dodecahedron to showcase your learning. Have fun! 

 

Procedure: 
 

Step 1: Research & Communicate - For each pentagon, read the instructions carefully and 

complete the activity. Using the Internet and books, conduct research to help you satisfy the 

criteria for each activity (See Research Notes page). Through writing and drawing pictures, 

use the space within each pentagon to communicate your learning.  

 

Step 2: Decorate - When coloring your pentagons, consider how the dodecahedron will 

appear once the pentagons are placed together. Choose colors that compliment each other 

well and that relate to your topic. Using pencil crayons and markers, color all of your artwork 

and even the backgrounds of your pentagons. Using a black fine-liner, fine-line your writing 

and erase all pencil marks.  

 

Step 3: Construct - Now you are ready for construction! Create your dodecahedron by 

following the instructions on the Dodecahedron Construction page. 
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Pentagon #1 
Title Page 

For the first activity, write the title of the project on this pentagon. Plan the lettering to use 
up the entire space. Be as bold, colorful, and attractive as possible. You may choose to 
include a picture to further captivate your viewers. Remember, it is the title page of your 
project, so it needs to be memorable. 
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Pentagon #2 
Brian Robeson 

For this activity, research Brian and show your learning in the pentagon below. Use the 
following questions to help guide you: 1) Describe Brian’s appearance, personality, and 
abilities. 2) Who are his friends and enemies? 3) Describe the most important events of his 
life. Challenge: How many days did Brian survive in the wilderness? 
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Pentagon #3 
Airplane Pilot 

For this activity, research the airplane pilot and show your learning in the pentagon below. 
Use the following questions to help guide you: 1) Describe the pilot’s appearance, 
personality, and abilities. 2) How old is he? 3) What kind of airplane does he fly? Challenge: 
What does the pilot teach Brian about flying an airplane? 
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Pentagon #4 
Brian’s Mother 

For this activity, research Brian’s mother and show your learning in the pentagon below. Use 
the following questions to help guide you: 1) Describe Brian’s mother’s appearance,  and 
personality. 2) Why does she want to divorce Brian’s father? 3) How would you describe Brian 
and his mother’s relationship? Challenge: Why do you think Brian’s mother chooses to give 
him a hatchet? 
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Pentagon #5 
Brian’s Father 

For this activity, research Brian’s father and show your learning in the pentagon below. Use 
the following questions to help guide you: 1) Describe Brian’s father’s appearance, 
personality, and interests. 2) How does he feel about Brian’s mother wanting a divorce? 3) 
Where is Brian’s father currently living? Why? Challenge: During a dream, what does Brian’s 
father help him make? 
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Pentagon #6 
Mr. Perpich 

For this activity, research Mr. Perpich and show your learning in the pentagon below. Use the 
following questions to help guide you: 1) Who is Mr. Perpich? 2) What lesson did Mr. Perpich 
continually teach Brian? 3) How does this lesson help Brian survive in the wilderness? 
Challenges: Without Mr. Perpich’s teachings, how long do you think Brian would have 
survived? 
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Pentagon #7 
Terry 

For this activity, research Terry and show your learning in the pentagon below. Use the 
following questions to help guide you: 1) Who is Terry? 2) What was Terry doing when Brian 
saw his mother kiss the strange man? 3) How does Terry help Brian survive in the wilderness? 
Challenge: In which chapter does Terry appear in Brian’s dream? 
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Pentagon #8 
The Hatchet 

For this activity, research the hatchet and show your learning in the pentagon below. Use the 
following questions to help guide you: 1) How does Brian feel about the hatchet when his 
mother first gives it to him? Why do you think he feels this way? 2) How does Brian feel 
about the hatchet toward the end of the novel? Why?   Challenges: 1) How does the hatchet 
represent Brian’s relationship with nature? 2) Could he have survived without it? 
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Pentagon #9 
The Wilderness 

For this activity, research the wilderness and show your learning in the pentagon below. Use 
the following questions to help guide you: 1) How does Brian’s relationship with the 
wilderness change throughout the novel? 2) How does Brian’s relationship with the animals 
change throughout the novel?  Challenge: How does the wilderness test Brian’s strength, 
resolve and patience? 
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Pentagon #10 
Survival 

For this activity, research how Brian survived and show your learning in the pentagon below. 
Use the following questions to help guide you: 1) What did Brian do to find food in the 
wilderness? 2) How did Brian create a shelter? 3) What important tools/items did Brian have 
to help him survive? Challenge: Do you think Brian would have survived the winter? Why or 
why not? 
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Pentagon #11 
Rescue 

For this activity, research Brian’s rescue and show your learning in the pentagon below. Use 
the following questions to help guide you: 1) What were the events that led up to Brian’s 
rescue? 2) What item did Brian find that led to his rescue? 3) Who rescued Brian? Challenge: 
Describe how Brian feels the moment he realizes that he will be rescued. 
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Pentagon #12 
Reference List 

For the final activity of this project, use the space within the pentagon below to create a 
Reference List. Refer to the Reference List Instructions page to learn about what a Reference 
List is, and how to properly reference sources such as books, magazines, newspaper articles, 
websites, and webpages. 
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Dodecahedron Construction 
 
  Materials: 
      - scissors    - string 
      - glue stick   - paperclip 

  
 

Procedure: 
	
	

Step 1: Using scissors, cut out all 12 pentagons, including the 
tabs. 

	
	

Step 2: Carefully fold the tabs onto the back of each 
pentagon, scoring the edges (see photo 1). 
	

Step 3: Attach two pentagons together by gluing the 

tabs (see photo 2). 

		
	

Step 4: Add a third pentagon to the others by gluing 
two of the tabs (see photo 3). This creates the base of 
the dodecahedron. 

	
	

Step 5: Continue to attach pentagons around the base 
pentagon to make the bottom half of the dodecahedron 
(see photo 4). 

	
	

Step 6: Repeat steps 3-5 to create the top half and glue the two 
halves together (see photo 5). 		

	
Step 7: To create a hanging device, tie a piece of string 
to a paperclip and slide the paperclip between any two 
panels near a vertex. To secure the string in place, apply 
liquid glue to the area and let it dry. 

	
	

Alternative Appearance: For a different look, some 
people prefer to have the tabs on the exterior of the 
dodecahedron. 
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Project Examples 
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Project Rubric              Project Title: _______________________ 

                  Name: ____________________________ 
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Aspect Not Yet Within 
Expectations 

Minimally Meets  
Expectations 

Fully Meets 
Expectations 

Exceeds 
Expectations 

Snapshot The project does not 
complete the basic 
requirements; 
presents inaccurate 
or incomplete 
information, with 
limited depth of 
analysis. Frequent 
errors in 
conventions. 

The project 
completes basic 
requirements; may 
be vague and 
unfocused in 
places, or omit key 
information. Some 
errors in 
conventions. 

The project 
completes most 
requirements; 
includes enough 
accurate, relevant, 
and detailed 
information with a 
considerable depth 
of analysis. Few 
errors. 

The project 
completes all 
requirements; uses 
accurate, relevant, 
and detailed 
information to 
provide a thorough 
analysis; 
Communicates 
effectively. 

Required 
Elements 
• project criteria 
• text features:    

titles, headings,    
    diagrams,  
    illustrations 

• project does not 
complete basic 
requirements 

• text features are 
omitted or 
inappropriate 

• project completes 
basic 
requirements; 
may omit key 
information 

• text features are 
included; may be 
flawed 

• project completes 
most 
requirements 

• required text 
features are 
included and 
correctly 
constructed 

• project completes 
all requirements 

• required text 
features are clear, 
effective, and well 
constructed 

Analysis 
• accuracy 
• depth 
• details 
 
 

• information is 
inaccurate, 
incomplete, or 
copied 

• limited depth of 
analysis 

• few details 
provided 

• information is 
generally 
accurate 

• some depth of 
analysis 

• includes details 
and examples; 
some may be 
irrelevant or 
inaccurate 

• information is 
mostly accurate, 
complete, and in 
own words 

• considerable 
depth of analysis 

• relevant details 
and examples 

• information is 
accurate, 
thorough, and in 
own words; uses 
multiple sources 

• thorough depth of 
analysis 

• specific, relevant 
details and 
examples 

Conventions 
• spelling, 

punctuation, 
complete     

     sentences,    
     grammar 

• frequent errors 
interfere with 
meaning 

• some noticeable 
errors; these may 
cause the reader 
to hesitate or 
reread parts to 
confirm meaning 

• few errors that do 
not interfere with 
meaning 

• very few errors; 
these are usually 
the result of taking 
risks to use 
complex language 
and structures 

Visual Display 
• layout  & 

     design 
• neatness 

• ineffective layout 
and unappealing 
design 

• project is untidy, 
unorganized and 
difficult to read 

• somewhat 
effective layout 
and design 

• project is 
somewhat 
organized 

• mostly effective 
layout and design 

• project is neat 
and mostly 
organized 

• effective layout 
and visually-
appealing design 

• project is very neat 
and organized 


